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Going All In!
(Source: https://mycatholic.life/books/catholic-daily-re  ections-series/lent-and-easter-re  ections/ 10-third-week-of-easter/)

So the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord.” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he 
tucked in his garment, for he was lightly clad, and jumped into the sea.  John 21:7 

Peter was all in, literally speaking.  This passage above is taken from one of the appearances of Jesus to the Apostles after 
His Resurrection.  They were  shing all night and caught nothing.  Jesus, from the shore, told them to cast the net o   the 
right side of the boat.  When they did this they caught more  sh than they could handle.  When John realized it was Jesus 
and said so, Peter could not contain his excitement and jumped into the water to go and meet his Lord.

What a wonderful image this is to re  ect upon.  Speci  cally, it’s wonderful to consider the interior excitement of Peter 
that led him to jump into the water and swim to the shore.  His excitement could not be contained.

Would you jump into a lake to go to our Lord?  That may seem like an unusual question but it’s worth considering in a 
literal way.  If you encountered our resurrected Lord, would you be so excited to see Him that you would be compelled to 
enter into His presence, even if it meant you had to jump into a lake?  This action of Peter should be seen as a symbolic 
gesture for our own spiritual lives.  The fact that Peter did not hesitate reveals how we should react when we encounter 
Jesus.

Obviously we do not encounter Jesus in His resurrected form in the way Peter did in this passage, literally and physically.  
But we do encounter Him every day, if we only have eyes to see.  He is alive within our own hearts through prayer and 
by His indwelling presence. He is truly present in the people we meet every day.   And He is most certainly present in the 
Sacraments, especially the Most Holy Eucharist.  

There are two questions you should consider regarding this passage.  The  rst is whether or not you actually do perceive 
Jesus’ presence throughout the day.  Peter did not recognize Him at  rst, even though Jesus spoke to him and the others 
in the boat.  It took the miracle for them to recognize it was Him.  The second question is how you react to His presence 
when you do perceive Him.  Are you indi  erent?  Do you lack enthusiasm?  Or are you  lled with much joy?

Re  ect, today, upon these two questions and resolve to become more attentive to the presence of our Lord every day, 
throughout the day.  Resolve, also, to react as Peter did when you see Jesus.  Let your heart and passion be drawn to Him 
and react with extraordinary joy and enthusiasm.  Don’t be afraid to go all in for our Lord!

Lord, help me to see You, alive in my life, alive in the lives of others, and alive in Your Church, especially in the Most 
Holy Eucharist.  So often I am blind to Your divine presence all around me.  Help me to see You every day.  Help me 
also to respond with much joy and enthusiasm to Your divine presence.  I love You, dear Lord.  Help me to love You 

more.  Jesus, I trust in You.

~~~~~~~~~~

Never Rejected, Always Loved!

“I will not reject anyone who comes to me.” Jn. 6:37

This very familiar phrase was spoken once again:  “Do not be afraid.”  

The setting is signi  cant.  It is dark and the Apostles are out to sea.  If you’ve ever been out in the middle of the sea when 
This little line says much about our Lord’s Divine Mercy.  It is a line repeated often in St. Faustina’s Diary of Divine 
Mercy and it’s a statement that many people need to hear.

Why is this important to hear?  Because, very often, we can carry the burden of rejection.  Without even realizing it, there 
are many who have experienced rejection in their life and, as a result, are afraid to be vulnerable in a relationship out 
of fear of being hurt.  Once you have been hurt in a relationship, you proceed with caution.  This hurt can come from a 
family member, spouse, friend or anyone we’ve tried to reach out to in love only to receive hurt and rejection.  And that 
hurts.

Jesus’ words are especially important because they help to reassure us that Jesus is trustworthy.  It is true that we can 
come to Him, open our hearts to Him, become completely vulnerable to Him, and He will treat us with the utmost 
tenderness, respect, kindness and care.  Jesus will treat us with more care than we even treat ourselves!

Re  ect upon these words of Jesus today.  Say them over and over.  “I will not reject anyone who comes to 
me.”  Know that He wants you to come to Him and to open your heart to Him completely.  Doing so will 
allow Him to manifest His love for you and enable you to trust Him beyond what you ever imagined possible. 

Lord, I want to come to You in my su  erings and rejection.  I know You are the Divine Healer and will 
bring comfort to my soul.  Help me to trust You and to let You love me.  Jesus, I trust in You.
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